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great care, that he may be fortunate in finding and
killing many animals.

[160] Moreover, he added that the Demons taught
them to make ointments from toads and snakes, to
cause the death of those whom they hate. If he tells
the truth, there is no doubt they have communica-
tion with the Devil. I believe that from this super-
stition or notion has sprung a custom the Savages
observe, of having a little bag so especially for their
own use, that no one else would dare look inside of
it; they would be greatly offended thereat, perhaps
even so much as to kill the other. They are unwill-
ing that any one should see this stone, or similar
object, if they have one; and one of them said to me
one day, ‘‘In this way thou wilt know whether a
Savage really desires to believe in God, if, having
one of these stones, he gives it to thee.”

Makheabichtichiou has related to me that once,
when he was still a young lad, and was hunting all
alone in the woods, he saw coming toward him a
Genie of light; he was dressed and adorned like an
Hiroquois, and was borne through the air. ‘‘I
halted,” said he, ‘‘filled with fear. He stopped
also, at a little distance from me, and all the earth
around him seemed to tremble. He told me that I
should not fear; that I would not die so soon, but
that it would not be the same with my people. At
last I saw him rise [161] into the air, and disappear
before my eyes. I returned to the Cabin, thorough-
ly frightened, and related to my countrymen what I
had seen; they took it as a bad sign, and said that
some one of them would be killed by their enemies.
Immediately after this, some one came to tell them
that one of their fasters, being separated from the



